[image: image1.jpg]Swansea Area Ratepayers’ Association

Reflecting the interests of the Swansea Community

Mailing Address: Swansea Area Ratepayer’s Association
c/o Swansea Town Hall, Box 103, 95 Lavinia Avenue, Toronto ON M6S 3H9
Website: www.swansearatepayers.ca

Swansea Area Ratepayers’ Group





Annual General Meeting Minutes

Wednesday June 18, 2008

Call to Order: Nick Singh called the meeting to order at 7:37pm

Present: 
Nick Singh, Sybil Wilkinson, David Fleming, Chris Korda, John Meijer, Bill Roberts, Ed Gaigalas, George Dubauskas, Kate Lawson, Ian McIsaac

Regrets:
Louis Gris, Bill Steele, Heather McCulloch 

Guests:
Councillor Cliff Jenkins, Ward 25, Don Valley East

Approval of Agenda:
The Agenda was approved upon a motion by David Fleming, seconded by John Meijer and carried.

Approval of Minutes:
The Minutes of the AGM of May 29, 2007 was approved upon a motion by Ed Gaigalas, seconded by George Dubauskas and carried.

Membership Report:
John Meijer presented the report.  The report was accepted upon a motion by Ian McIsaac, seconded by George Dubauskas and carried.

Treasurer’s Report:

Kate Lawson presented the report.  The report was accepted upon a motion by Kate Lawson, seconded by Ed Gaigalas and carried.

President’s Report:

Nick Singh began by welcoming all present to the 2008 Annual General Meeting.  He thanked the current executive for all of their hard work over the past year.  SARA has been involved in many different matters, small and big, from fences to large house to entire blocks, in all venues, from the Committee of Adjustments to the Ontario Municipal Board.  There are no new large projects this year, but the next year looks as like it could be busy; The Old Mill, Humber Odeon, and the Southport Plaza.  The Bloor West Village Urban Design Study was done, but not adopted by the City.  SARA will pursue adoption of the Study by the City.


SARA is involved in the Western Beaches Master Plan.  It is attempting to resolve issues of water quality, waterfowl, sewer and storm water runoff, and subdivisions by the Lakeshore.  They are looking at ideas such as moving the Lakeshore farther north to create more parkland, providing an area for year around activities, and separating cyclists from pedestrians.


After a long two years, the South Kingsway Ramps issue has come to a resolution.  SARA has offered recommendations on some design improvements to Councillor Saundercook, Mayor Miller, and the City officials involved, but have heard nothing in return.


SARA has been involved in shaping City policy due to largely to the efforts of Bill Roberts.  Nick thanked Bill for his work in this area.


SARA has also been involved in Alcohol and Gaming issues, getting involved in applications by Queens Pasta and The Dark Horse.


SARA is still sponsoring the Adopt-A-Block program, a casual effort to help keep Swansea clean and litter free.  Nick encouraged everyone to sign up.  Nick thanked the Executive and the Board of Directors for their efforts over the last year.


A question came from the floor asking whether the No Frills will be involved in redevelopment.  Nick indicated that SARA only knows about the Humber Odeon, which was approved, and that SARA will not be pursuing an appeal.

Election of the Board of Directors for 2007-2008:

The slate of nominations for the 2007-2008 SARA Executive and Board was presented as:

President: Nick Singh; Treasurer: Kate Lawson; Secretary: David Fleming; Membership: John Meijer; Directors: Bill Roberts, Sybil Wilkinson, Kate Lawson, David Fleming, George Dubauskas, Ed Gaigalas, Past President: Louis Gris


There was a call for further nominations, following which a motion was made by David Fleming that the nominations are closed and the slate of directors be elected to serve as the Executive and Board for 2007-2008.  The motion was seconded by Kate Lawson and carried.


Bill Roberts motioned that the executive is able to fill vacancies of any offices or board of directors until the next AGM.  The motion was seconded by Ed Gaigalas and carried.

Guest Speaker Councillor Cliff Jenkins, Ward 25, Don Valley East:
Nick Singh introduced Councillor Jenkins.  Currently a City Councillor for Don Valley East, previously Councillor Jenkins spent 12 years as president in York Mills.  Councillor Jenkins has been trying to address issues at more global level, and will talk about four topics, Development Charges, Parkland Planning, Planning Decisions being made by Planning and Growth, not locally, and Official Plan Amendments – Complete Reports.


Development Charges:  The Act permits charges to be made so that new development pays for itself, not the ratepayers.  In 2008, the City had $307M in new capital infrastructure, but took in $30M in development charges, a $277M difference to be paid by the ratepayers by taking on debentured debt at $35M per year.  This is $750 per household per year, every year, to pay for development charges.  Taxes from new developments pays for operational costs: police, workers, City Hall, et cetera.  There is $62B in equity in City Infrastructure, or $23K per person.  New residents get this $23K, the City only gets $4K in development charges back.  The developers seem to be taking advantage of this, but the City is changing the Development Charges Bylaw in September, possibly doubling the charges to $60M.  The biggest issues is the Act is provincial and no longer caters to what cities need.  Most cities are asking for changes to the Act.  Changes need to be made so that homeowners do not have to subsidize a very profitable industry.


Parkland Planning:  When development occurs, the City is allowed to take a portion of land for parkland, capped at 15%.  The City needs parkettes, but the bylaw has a loophole that allows exceptions due to poor wording.  The City is taking action to close the loophole, where dollars can be paid in lieu of land.  People need to realize that location where the money is collected does not mean that it will be the location where the money is spent.


Planning Decisions:  A proposal was being made to transfer planning decisions from local Community Councils to the Planning and Growth Committee.  SARA and many other ratepayers groups opposed the proposal and fought to keep decision making local.  This was accepted by City Council.  This is a great example of how local groups can positively influence City policy.


Official Plan Amendment – Complete Reports:  Community consultation is proposed to be done, AFTER the developer meets with City Planners and creates reports.  Community groups are fighting to be involved in the process as close to the beginning of the process as possible.  Developers meeting with the community is not welcome by Planning as what comes out may not fit in with Planning’s vision for the area.  After the amendments to the plan, developers can only go to the OMB after an application is complete.  City Planning staff is under funded and understaffed, and still has a role, but the community will have consultation in development from the beginning.


Councillor Jenkins finished by posing a question; How to get better dialogue with your local councillor?  The answer; Possibly a ward ratepayers association is needed.

South Kingsway Ramps Discussion:
Nick Singh described the City’s new plan, and that SARA is supporting it.  Questions from the floor were taken.

Why move the bus stop?

Why not have more safety for cyclists?

Chris Holcroft stated that the neighbourhood was the impetus for the redesign proposal, but felt that his neighbourhood (south side of the Queenway) was not consulted.  He would like to see the City reopen the matter with more consolation with the neighbourhood.

Can the south east ramp be replaced with a left turn light?

Visible sightlines to the proposed pedestrian traffic light is a concern.

Traffic speed is a concern, but hopefully will be addressed by the changes.

Adjournment:

Nick Singh adjourned the meeting at 9:37.

Special Executive Meeting:

After the AGM, the Executive met to discuss participation in the Scotia Bank Toronto Waterfront Marathon.  Bill Roberts motioned that SARA approach Ed Gaigalas and the Town Hall (Norm) to see if the Town Hall can lead the charge of getting involved in the event.  The motion was seconded by John Meijer and carried.


[image: image1.jpg]